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by the Parmenides, Sophistes, and Philebus. While recognizing the 
objections to the acceptance of the Parmenides as Plato's own work, he 
finds the most satisfactory solution of the problem in the theory of a 
thorough self-criticism and reconstruction which leads " in the direc- 
tion of what became Aristotle's philosophical position." "Plato," says 
Professor Ritchie, " has not given up the doctrine of ideas, but we hear 
less about them, partly because the carrying out of his great principle 
of the manifestations of the ideas has become more important than the 
mere assertion of their reality" (p. 117). The result may be summed 
up, he thinks, by the statement that "for a hard-and-fast dualism Plato 
has been endeavoring to substitute a doctrine of degrees in reality" 
(p. 118). Such an interpretation of the Parmenides has to face the 
fact that Aristotle fails to mention the dialogue, although he repro- 
duces its essential criticisms. This difficulty our author meets with the 
bold hypothesis that the criticisms were originally Aristotle's own, and 
that the reference to "the young Aristoteles" may perhaps be "a kindly 
allusion to the argumentative youth who helped to put Plato on a fresh 
track" (p. 121). 

In view of Professor Gomperz's well-known interpretation of the 
Homo mensura doctrine of Protagoras, it is interesting to note that 
Professor Ritchie suggests that " Protagoras himself may only have 
meant to assert the relativity of knowledge in the sense in which every 
careful theory of knowledge must recognize that we can only know 
things under the conditions of the human mind" (p. 82). 

The general reader will find the greatest interest in the later chap- 
ters of the book on " The Soul " and " Ethics and Politics." The treat- 
ment of Plato's political theories is particularly fresh and suggestive. 

The book is a worthy contribution to Platonic study, and its value 
for the student is greatly enhanced by the constant references to the 
various dialogues. 

Walter Goodnow Everett. 

Brown University, 
Providence, R. I. 

The Religion of the Ancient Teutons. By P. D. Chantepie 
de la Saussaye, D.D., Professor in the University of Leiden. 
Translated by B. J. Vos, Associate Professor of German in 
the Johns Hopkins University. Boston: Ginn & Co., 1902. 
Pp. viii+ 504. 82.50. 

This excellent book, from the pen of a well-known scholar and 
author in comparative religion, fills its place admirably in the series of 
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" Handbooks on the History of Religions," edited by Professor Morris 
Jastrow, Jr., of the University of Pennsylvania. 

Aiming to give a careful " historical survey of facts concerning our 
present knowledge of Teutonic heathenism up to the time of the con- 
version of the individual tribes to Christianity," the author, after an 
introductory chapter on the history of the science, treats his subject in 
two main divisions : in the first (chaps, ii-xi, also published in Dutch) 
the data are " arranged in historical order, periods and peoples are 
delineated in accordance with their distinctive characteristics;" in 
the second (chaps, xii — xxi) the individual deities are "dealt with as 
well as the myths, the various conceptions and observances, and the 
cult." 

Having thus presented the facts without attempting to construct a 
system, having fairly sifted the arguments of the different schools, with- 
out siding with any of them, and having woven an interesting connected 
narrative, the author in a concluding chapter cautiously presents his 
own view of the general characteristics of the Teutonic religion, point- 
ing out admirably the mission of the Teutons in the onward march of 
mankind. To quote the author: "The ancient religion we have 
sought to depict shows numerous traces of that strength of character 
and serious cast of mind through which the Teutonic nations have won 
their paramount place in history." 

To indicate the fearlessness of the author we would only refer the 
student to the author's sweeping remarks concerning the Swedish 
scholar, Professor Victor Rydberg, who belongs to the comparative 
school of mythology (p. 27). But later (pp. 84 ft.) the author shows 
his fair-mindedness in agreeing, as all historical schools must, with 
Professor Rydberg in regard to the immigration of the Teutons from the 
north instead of from Troy; so also in rejecting the meteorological 
interpretation of myths. Had the author had access to the second vol- 
ume of Professor Rydberg's work, perhaps he would have modified 
even the remarks referred to above. 

On the whole, this timely book of Professor Saussaye, the result 
of the latest researches, and containing a comprehensive bibliographical 
appendix, is as much a boon to the painstaking student of the 
" Religion of our Forefathers " as it will prove interesting to the general 
reader of the history of the world's religions. 

A. P. Fors. 

Chicago, III. 



